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DEVOTIONAL MODELING FOR CHRISTIAN FAMILIES

INTRODUCTION

In 1528 Martin Luther made church visitations in Saxony and elsewhere.  He found distressing conditions.  In the preface to the Small Catechism Luther lamented, “Alas! What misery I beheld!  The people, especially those who live in the villages, seem to have no knowledge whatever of Christian doctrine, and many of the pastors are ignorant and incompetent teachers.”  He also bemoaned the open immorality of the people and the unwillingness of the church to deal with it.  One church had no Bible for almost three decades, but did not think anything was amiss.  Another church stopped having worship services.  Some complained that the Lord’s Prayer was too long to memorize.  A number of the pastors did not know the Apostles’ Creed.  Luther even remarked that one only needed to count the number of beer steins to know what the time of day was.

To address this deplorable situation Luther wrote the Large and Small Catechisms.  The Small Catechism originated as a simple explanation of Christian Doctrine so that children might learn to know and believe that the only way of salvation is through faith in Jesus.  It was initially printed as a wall placard rather than in book form.  The Large Catechism offers further explanation and teaching on an adult level. The Small Catechism includes all the main teachings of the Bible.  It was an immediate best seller because it filled a pressing need.  It quickly went through a number of editions in book form and was published in several cities in Germany.  During the course of the years Luther made some minor changes and additions, but there were no essential revisions of the original material.  After all, he had been working on the subject matter for over a dozen years, and now, at the right time, everything came together in the proper way.

Luther addressed his longer preface to the Catechism (1530) “to all Christians, but especially to all pastors and preachers.”  He stated that many of them “despise both their office and this teaching itself.”  They did this because they were either too proud, too lazy, or too self-indulgent.  They thought of the Catechism as an unimportant book worthy to be read only once and tossed into a corner.  Luther wrote bitingly that such men would make better hog raisers than pastors.

In another preface passage Luther wrote, “I, too, am a doctor and a preacher . . . but must remain a child and a pupil of the catechism, and I do it gladly.”  He urged a humble and teachable spirit in the presence of God’s truth in the Catechism.  When it is diligently used, the Holy Spirit increases one’s insight and piety.  It is also an important aid against temptation.  Moreover, God commands people to meditate on his Word daily.  Furthermore, anyone who knows the commandments perfectly has learned all Scripture and is able to judge good doctrine.  Therefore Christians should “exercise themselves in the Catechism daily.”

In his short preface (1528), Luther stated that the Catechism was intended for instructing children and the “uneducated.”  The heads of the families should be responsible for teaching it.  Knowledge of its contents should be a basic requirement for church membership and admission to communion, and children should memorize the different parts and go to church where the sermons will explain their meaning.

For generations these Catechisms were the “layman’s Bible.”  However, their use in Lutheran families today is about as rare as a snowball in hell.  Somewhere along the line this great teaching tool, designed to help Christians grow in the knowledge of God and the gospel, has been lost and along with it a healthy sense of Lutheran identity has diminished.

We once polled the church where I served, and learned something we had suspected and which is also likely to be true in other churches.  We discovered that no one used the Catechism either personally or with his or her family.  Oh sure, the junior high age children worked with it in confirmation class, but their parents did not use it and neither did the children outside the confirmation class.

Today families are falling apart, stable families are the exception, and kids seem to know more about MTV, Fox, and Madonna than about “basic Christianity.”  Where are the families that pray together?  Where is the head of the house who speaks with his family about the gracious things God has done for them?  How can sinners repent when they don’t know the Commandments?  Who is preparing, or even knows how to prepare for the reception of the Lord’s Supper?  How can a family change if parents were never taught models of devotion and Catechism learning in their own childhood?

There is no quick fix, no easy solution, no simple program that will effortlessly provide the remedy for such spiritual weakness and deteriorating families.  True and lasting change will occur only through the faithful use of the sacraments and the diligent study of the Word.

What can be done to attack this disintegration of the family?  A congregation I served tried the following.  We scheduled six weeks to correspond to the six chief parts of Christian doctrine as outlined in the Catechism.  We took all our Sunday school classes, combined them into one large intergenerational class and modeled home devotions.  We wrote a book of home devotions based on the six chief parts for those six weeks.  We assigned daily readings which took one through both the Large and Small Catechisms in the six-week time frame.  We distributed Catechisms to every member family who didn’t have one (the vast majority).  We wrote liturgies and preached sermons (just like Luther) on the six chief parts.  We publicized our program and actively promoted it.  We had our church leadership involved from start to finish.  We did our best to clear our church calendar of meetings and other activities so that people would not make the church their excuse for inactivity in the endeavor.  We prayed for God’s blessing.

As the days and weeks passed we discovered some things.  This pilot program challenged the status quo of the participating families—both the strong and weak in the faith.  It challenged our church as a whole.  People began to worship in their homes, sing hymns, discuss doctrinal issues, and pray together. I would dare say that all participating families were challenged like never before to bring the Word into their daily lives.

It didn’t always work.  Some families were refocused on their internal problems, their sinful divisions, their disharmony.  Others ran from their responsibilities.  Had our elders been prepared we might have been better mobilized to help.  It’s easy to speak of evil in Washington or out on the west coast, but it’s tough to start the clean-up in one’s own backyard.

The majority of our member families did attempt devotions in their homes.  I believe our success was not in telling them to do it, but in showing them how and supplying the material they needed.  Those who did not participate were kept abreast through the Sunday services.  Many read all or part of both Catechisms.  The intergenerational class was well attended for the duration of the program.

Families openly related their experiences.  Some had never before sung together in their home.  Others found help in their isolation, grief, or bouts with temptation.  The devotions became contagious.  Families went to visit other families and conducted devotions together.  I visited the hospital to find a spouse reading the Catechism to her ailing husband.  He did not want to fall behind during his unexpected hospitalization.

Could this work in your congregation?  Could you actually reintroduce the “layman’s Bible” of Lutheranism?  Why not?  It’s filled with God’s power, waiting to be used, and has worked in past generations.  It can work today.

We need to refocus on our priority of passing on to our children what we believe, teach, confess, and practice.  We must pass on specifics, not just generalities.  Then we will not be tossed by every wind of doctrine and the deceit of people.  Luther developed the Small Catechism for the father to instruct his children.  It was not written only for church and school.  Unfortunately, for many persons the Catechism is wooden, stale, and mindlessly recited because it is not used in the home for daily life and wisdom.  Wouldn’t it speak volumes if we got back to the point where we parents sat down with our children and taught them the basics of the faith out of the Catechism?
WHAT IS MEANT BY THE TERM “SMALL CATECHISM”?
For many the term “Small Catechism” brings to mind images such as the 383-page, hardcover edition published in 1982 by the Board for Parish Education of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  This edition of the Catechism is a fine resource for teaching; but it includes far more than Luther’s Small Catechism.  Luther’s Small Catechism does not contain the last 364 pages of that edition.  Luther’s Small Catechism does contain what the church of all time considered most important.  The Catechism is “chiefly” about those sacred texts which come from God himself:


*The Ten Commandments


*The Creed (which contains a summary of the essentials of the Biblical faith)


*The Lord’s Prayer


*The baptismal texts from Matthew 28 and Mark 16

*The words of Jesus to the disciples from John 20 concerning the Office of the Keys and forgiving repentant sinners


*The Words of Institution

This is the Small Catechism.  It is brief enough to be published as a small pamphlet that fits inside a pocket or purse!
THE PROJECT GOAL

The goal of this ministry project is to strengthen individuals and families through the modeling of family devotions.  (See Addendum A.)  This six week program for Lutheran churches and homes is based on the Small and Large Catechisms of Dr. Martin Luther.  Each week considers a different chief teaching of Christian doctrine:  the Ten Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, Confession and the Lord’s Supper.

For the duration of the program all Sunday school classes are combined into an intergenerational setting.  After some initial group teaching, family units and singles are sectioned off to discuss, interact and pray together.  (See www.christpewaukee.org for sample agenda)  Then using the supplied Catechism Home Devotions handbook (www.christpewaukee.org) all are invited and encouraged to implement this model learned at the church in their own homes on a daily basis.  Every member family should receive both a Large and Small Catechism unless they already own one.
The doctrinal theme for each week is reinforced in Sunday liturgies and sermons.  (www.christpewaukee.org).  Those in worship but not in attendance at the classes are thus also exposed to the program.  Families may make use of the daily studies even though they may attend few, if any, Sunday school model classes.  It will soon become a reality that there will be differing levels of commitment.  Encourage every member to make a commitment, for instance to read the Small and/or Large Catechism over the course of the six weeks, attend each worship service or Bible class or implement the devotions.  Page references to read both the Large and Small Catechisms are found at the beginning of each daily devotion.  Some who may not do the devotions may acquire both Catechisms and read them cover to cover.
SERMONS

Pastors interested in sermon aids and illustrations should refer to “sermon studies” in the attached bibliography.  There are many sources in this area.  The Catechism Sermon Book produced by the Board for World Missions of the WELS is filled with a number of sermons on every chief part in the Catechism.  Concordia Pulpit Resources for Oct. 1-Nov. 26, 2000 has six sermons that pertain to the six chief parts.  
PROGRAM COMMITTEE

In order to better meet these goals it is encouraged that a promotional committee be formed.  The members of this committee should be leaders in the congregation and especially church council members or members of the Board of Elders.  Meetings in which the committee members discuss, study and work together to formulate and promote the program should be held for at least a few months prior to the commencement of the project.  Select committee members with diverse skills and talents.  Some of these may include management and supervision of personnel, teaching, publishing and general creativity.  Consider long time members and new converts, men and women.
The committee will help to formulate and promote the project as a whole.  They will be concerned with the Sunday morning worship liturgy and intergenerational class agenda and also aid in scheduling and organizing.  They will also be concerned with equipping each member family with both a Large and Small Catechism through one type of funding or another.  In addition, they will provide a strong support system throughout the entire project through attendance and verbal affirmation.

PROMOTION

The church newsletter and bulletins should be used to advertise the program months ahead of time.  Let the members know what is coming.  The program begins with a Sunday of Introduction.  The official commencement will typically be on the following Sunday with a study of the Ten Commandments.  A letter of introduction should be sent out during the previous week.  Then follow the Sunday classes corresponding to the six-week Catechism Home Devotions handbook that was distributed with explanation on the Sunday of Introduction.  The program closes with a special concluding Sunday.  A closing questionnaire may be written and distributed in class on the final Sunday and also possibly mailed to those not in attendance if the congregation is interested in gauging the success of the program.

FAMILY MEMBER COMMITMENT
At the beginning of the Catechism Home Devotions handbook is a commitment page.  This page is quite important for the success of the program in the realm of the family.  Each participating family member should sign, conscious of the six week commitment.  If they help lead the devotion in one form or another, they should also consider time spent beforehand to properly prepare for their committed area of concern.  Don’t overlook the importance of this commitment.  We encourage all family members to sign on the Sunday of Introduction.
EXTRA CATECHISM HOME DEVOTIONS HANDBOOKS
Copies of the Catechism Home Devotions handbook and corresponding explanatory materials can be down-loaded from the website of Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church in Pewaukee, Wisconsin.  The website address is www.christpewaukee.org.  E-mail questions can be directed to pastorkrause@christpewaukee.org or office@christpewaukee.org.

PUBLICITY

A key to the success of this program is extensive advance publicity to build enthusiasm.  This pre-program work also needs to diffuse the fears that might arise in people, as well as the manufactured excuses as to why one cannot attend Sunday School class during the specified time period.  To aid in this enthusiasm building, Catechism book sales might be encouraged at an early date, or a generous donor might be found to provide a Catechism for every family lacking one.

SCHEDULING

It is important that the program be run sometime during the school year.  Perhaps the fall months are the best.  During the summer months it is difficult for many families to commit to six weeks of continuous lessons.  However, the advantage to summer is that many churches are looking for alternative programs when attendance is sporadic, and teachers are also looking forward to a summer break.  Some families may have more time to spend together in summer, and the devotions can be handled on vacation by packing the Catechism Home Devotions handbook.  Once the idea and concept are explained, the model can be carried out even without attendance at the Sunday classes.

ADAPTABILITY

The program does not appear to have any breakdown in effectiveness according to education backgrounds.  Whether the participants have a Ph.D. or lack a high school diploma, few, if any, had parents who faithfully instructed them in the truths of God’s Word in their homes.  Even many with devout, believing parents left this responsibility all too often to the church.  Thus, when they became parents, they did not have models to guide them in instructing their own families in this important endeavor.

The Catechism Home Devotions handbook is adaptable.  It can be used as needed to suit individual family circumstances.  Some may remain close to the written text, and others will go off on tangents or merely use the handbook as a discussion opener.

SINGLES

Single members and willing couples should be grouped together during the Sunday class.  These members will, God-willing, quickly bond together and may choose to meet as a group during the week on their own.

ANTICIPATING PROBLEMS

Problems may appear in families that might be termed “dysfunctional.”  It would be good for pastor(s) and elders to be prepared for these situations.  These are families that need help.  A plan might be set up to have the pastor(s) or elders of the congregation sit down with these families and work through a devotion in their homes or to simply counsel them and encourage them in their trying situations.  To do this effectively, the leadership of the church must be aware of the program basics and also be familiar with the mechanics of running their own family devotions.  They may also need to be informed of particular family situations.

Perhaps another way to handle this situation would be for the pastor or elders of the church to attempt to visit every congregational family before or during the program to build enthusiasm, add awareness and stress the importance of the task at hand.  It was rewarding to visit families during the six weeks—families who excitedly told of their experiences with the devotions.  Some dramatically changed their schedules or routines to make it work.  Others exchanged notes and drew closer to fellow member families through the experience.  Some children visited in the homes of others and experienced home devotions at their friends’ homes, furthering the bonding experience.

CLASS SETTING

Another item of importance is the setting for the class.  It would be ideal to have a lounge area of the church for use with the intergenerational class, one which has a homelike ambiance, with carpeting for warmth and also for sound absorption.  If this is not available, families might be excused to other parts of the building for work on their common Sunday devotion.  In this way they will face fewer distractions.  After ten or fifteen minutes working by themselves, bring them back for a common closing.

NURSERY

To allay fears of mothers with young children, it is comforting for them to know that a staffed nursery is available.  Sometimes one child or another may become upset or unruly.  Parents may feel uneasy about disciplining in the group setting, whereas at home the situation could be dealt with more easily.

SINGING

Encourage the families to sing the devotional hymns.  Some may not be able to, but they should try.  Many if not most families have never tried to sing together in their homes.  Most are not skilled in music, but all should be challenged by their attempts and hopefully be drawn together by their singing (or their attempts at it!).  Such attempts at singing can also guide families into an atmosphere of closeness, acceptance and openness.

FOLLOW UP
Another matter of concern is what happens after the six weeks of modeling are concluded.  It is imperative that materials be offered and displayed that can be used to continue this new salutary habit.  Devotional books should be made available, but these are usually based on short meditation readings and have little or no helps for family participation.  Perhaps the best idea is to publish a Bible reading series that the congregation might be encouraged to follow.

CONCLUSION
I pray that this experience will be a positive one for your congregation.  The program confronts us with the challenge of bringing the Word of God into our families and daily lives.  Here is where this project differs from listening to sermons or attending Bible classes or Sunday School.  The goal is not just to listen passively, but also to implement this model of active worship in the home.  In some cases this will be more effective than in others; in all cases it challenges the status quo.  Can we attack the evils in the world beginning in our own homes?  If we cannot, maybe the problem is not so much to be found in the world but within ourselves.

The family is the basic unit at the heart of any church and of our society.  Today this entity is under attack.  It is becoming unstable and dysfunctional.  Support systems are being lost along with positive spiritual habits and faith-strengthening models.  Families are dismantling.  Such changes affect our churches as well as our society.

These are great concerns on the hearts of the faithful in Christ’s church.  How can these problems be solved?  We realize there is no quick fix, no easy solution, no simple program that will effortlessly provide the remedy for years of spiritual neglect or decline.  True and lasting change will occur only by God’s means of grace, that is, faithful use of the sacraments and diligent study of the Word.  This program attempts to meet that challenge by using some historic, proven methods that, unfortunately, today have been forgotten and have fallen into disuse.  The Catechisms of Martin Luther remain relevant because of their ability to fasten our attention on the Gospel.  From beginning to end they focus a person to live from the benefits of Christ.  They shape Christians to view life as a gift from God and to center life and worship on God’s Word and Sacraments.  May God bless your diligent use of his Word as it is magnificently outlined in the Catechisms of Luther.
Catechism
Seven Reasons for Family Worship

1. It will enrich family life and make the home fit for the presence of the unseen guest.

2. It will encourage tolerance and understanding and put faith in the place of friction.

3. It will bring across the threshold an infallible guide for the youth of our home, to give their lives meaning and direction.

4. It will bring cheerfulness to our daily activity, dedicating the day to the glory of God.

5. It will strengthen us against suffering, sorrow and frustration so that nothing the world can do to us will hurt us.

6. It will reinforce the work of the church and give us Christ for the whole week.

7. It will bring the consciousness of our family in unity in God, a new dependence on his fatherhood, and a new sense of love and appreciation for each other.

Some Things We Should Try to Avoid

1. Don’t wait until a more favorable time; begin now, things postponed are often forgotten.

2. Don’t let other matters become more important than devotion time.

3. Don’t let the devotion become haphazard; plan them.

4. Don’t be discouraged; good things take time.

5. Don’t be too formal; God made the family informal.

6. Don’t let the world intrude; control radio and TV set.

7. Don’t stop when the company comes; they also need the Bread of Life.

General Suggestions

1. Plan the devotion to meet the needs of your family.

2. Keep before you the great purposes of the Scriptures.  “From infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work”  (2 Timothy 3:15-17).

3. Devotion time is not a substitute for private prayer and Bible reading.

4. Arrange the time to suit your family; if the whole family cannot be together regularly, vary the time to reach all as often as possible.

5. Make it a habit; we take time for that which we do regularly.

6. Normally the father is the head of the household; he should take and keep the leadership, even if other members of the family share in the actual participation.

7. Include your houseguests; let it be known that you have family worship; possibly invite another family to join you, especially if they have no family devotion.

8. Keep the length of the devotion appropriate to your family situation; this is not a substitute for public worship.

Addendum B

Worship Service Suggestions

Service 1:  The Ten Commandments

Opening Prayer

Heavenly Father, I humbly confess that I have sinned against you.  My mind has harbored evil thoughts, and my heart has entertained evil desires.  My tongue has spoken unclean words, and my hands have done unclean things.  I freely admit my guilt, and I am heartily sorry.  I trust in your Son Jesus Christ, as my Savior who has taken my place under the Law and has suffered all the punishment for my sin.  For His sake look upon me in mercy and cleanse me from all unrighteousness, so that I may amend my life in the future by avoiding sin and seeking to please you.  Amen.

Suggested Readings

Exodus 20:1-21: 

     And God spoke all these words: 

 
“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

You shall have no other gods before me.

You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.

You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 

When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear.  They stayed at a distance and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen.  But do not have God speak to us or we will die.” 

Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid.  God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.” 

The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick darkness where God was.

Isaiah 42:8: 

“I am the Lord; that is my name!  I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols.”

Jeremiah 31:31-34:

“The time is coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers 

When I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the Lord.

“This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,” declares the Lord.  “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts.  I will be their God, and they will be my people.  No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the Lord.  “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”

Matthew 4:10: 

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan!  For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’”

Matthew 22:34-40:

Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

John 14:15:

If you love me, you will obey what I command.

Galatians 3:19-25:

What, then, was the purpose of the law?  It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had come.  The law was put into effect through angels by a mediator.  A mediator, however, does not represent just one party; but God is one. 

Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God?  Absolutely not!  For if a law had been given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law.  But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe. 

Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed.  So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.  Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law.

Philippians 2:13:

For it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.

Hymns

203
Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word

286
The Law Commands and Makes Us Know

279
O Word of God Incarnate


287
The Law of God Is Good and Wise

281
God Has Spoken by His Prophets

298
Dear Father, You Have Made Us All

282
Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear

291
We Have a Sure Prophetic Word

283
Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening

514
Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain

284
How Precious Is the Book Divine

510
I Pray You, Dear Lord Jesus

285
The Ten Commandments Are the Law



Service suggestions:

Confession of Sins According to the Ten Commandments

Pastor: 
Let us confess our sins to almighty God by examining our daily life in the light of the Ten Commandments.

Congregation:  
He is the God who made us, who redeemed us, who calls us to be holy, who has given us his holy Word:

Pastor:  
“You shall have no other gods.”

Congregation:
We are to fear, love, and trust God above everything else.

Pastor:
“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.”

Congregation:
We are to fear and love God and therefore do not use his name disrespectfully or to curse, swear, lie, or deceive; but call upon him with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.

Pastor:
“Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy.”

Congregation:
We are to fear and love God so that we do not neglect his Word and the preaching of it; but regard it as holy, and gladly hear and learn it.

Pastor:
“Honor your father and your mother.”

Congregation:
We are to fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and others in authority; but respect, obey, love and serve them.

Pastor:
“You shall not kill.”

Congregation:
We are to fear and love God so that we do not hurt our neighbor in any way; but help him in all his physical needs.

Pastor:
“You shall not commit adultery.”

Congregation:
We are to fear and love God so that in matters of sex our words and conduct are pure and honorable and husband and wife love and respect each other.

Pastor:
“You shall not steal.”

Congregation:
We are to fear and love God so that we do not take our neighbor’s money or property, or get them in any dishonest way; but help him to improve and protect his property and means of making a living.

Pastor:
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.”

Congregation:
We are to fear and love God so that we do not desire to get our neighbor’s possessions by scheming, or by pretending to have a right to them; but always help him build up and keep what is rightfully his.

Pastor:
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant, or his maidservant, or his cattle, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”

Congregation:
We are to fear and love God so that we do not tempt or coax away from our neighbor his wife or his workers; but encourage them to remain loyal.

Pastor:
I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generation of those that hate Me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love Me and keep My commandments.

Congregation:
I, a poor sinner, confess to God that I am guilty of many sins.  I am sorry for the sins I have committed and ask for mercy; promising, with God’s help, to amend my sinful life.

Pastor:
God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith.  In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation:
AMEN.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Service 2:  The Creed

Opening Prayer

Holy God, triune God, the true and living God, the one and only Lord of all, accept our worship and adoration.  Though we cannot understand, we join the angels around your throne in covering our eyes and our feet in deepest reverence, and in crying:  “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts!  Heaven and earth are full of your glory!”  Yet in Jesus Christ we know you, because in him you have made yourself known.

We confess you, O triune God, in the power of your majesty.  To you alone be all glory now and forever.  Amen.

Suggested Readings

Numbers 6:22-27:

The Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the Israelites. Say to them:

“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.”

“So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.”

Matthew 3:16,17:

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water.  At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him.  And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”

Matthew 28:19:

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Mark 9:24:

Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”

Acts 2:37-41: 

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 

With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.

2 Corinthians 13:14:

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

1 John 4:13,14:

We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.

Hymns

                                Father





     Son
234
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty


340
Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing


235
Praise the Almighty; My Soul, Adore Him
341
Crown Him with Many crowns

236
All Praise to God Who Reigns Above

346
In You Is Gladness

240
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

349
Jesus, Priceless Treasure

239
Glory Be to God the Father


356
You Are the Way; Through You Alone

241
Alleluia!  Let Praises Ring


359
Jesus, My Great High Priest

242
Oh, that I Had a Thousand Voices

369
Beautiful Savior

243
Oh, Worship the King

Holy Spirit





     Trinity
176
Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord

195
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty

177
Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest

191
Father Most holy, Merciful, and Tender

178
Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest

192
Triune God, Oh, Be Our Stay

181
Come, Oh, Come, Life-Giving Spirit

193
Come, Now, Almighty King

184
O Holy Spirit, Enter In



194
Oh, that I Had a Thousand Voices

190
We Now Implore God the Holy Ghost

Service suggestions:  
Read responsively three sections of The Creed and Explanations from Luther’s Small Catechism.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Service 3:  Lord’s Prayer

Opening Prayer

Lord God, revealed to Moses in a burning bush, to Israel in a cloudy pillar, to Isaiah on a lofty throne:  help us in our worship to stand before you as on holy ground, seek the company of your grace, hear and obey the voice of your word.  Remove from us all hindrances to proper confession and forgiveness, to attentive hearing and obedience, to sincere praise and thanksgiving, that we may go forth with your benediction; through Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

Suggested Readings

Psalm 34:15-22:
The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 

and his ears are attentive to their cry; 

The face of the Lord is against those who do evil, 

to cut off the memory of them from the earth. 

The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; 

he delivers them from all their troubles. 

The Lord is close to the brokenhearted 

and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 

A righteous man may have many troubles, 

but the Lord delivers him from them all; 

He protects all his bones, 

not one of them will be broken. 

Evil will slay the wicked; 

the foes of the righteous will be condemned. 

The Lord redeems his servants; 

no one will be condemned who takes refuge in him.

Isaiah 6:1-3:

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple.  Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying.  And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; 

the whole earth is full of his glory.”
Matthew 6:5-14:

“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men.  I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.  But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen.  Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.  And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words.  Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 

“This, then, is how you should pray: 

“‘Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

    Give us today our daily bread. 

    Forgive us our debts, 

       as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

    And lead us not into temptation, 

       but deliver us from the evil one.’

For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.”

Matthew 7:9-11:

“Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?  If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!”

Luke 11:1-4:

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place.  When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”

He said to them, “When you pray, say:  ‘Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.  Give us each day our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.  And lead us not into temptation.’”

1 Timothy 2:1-2:

I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.

2 Corinthians 12:7-9:
To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me.  Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.  But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”  Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.

Hymns

408
Christians, While on Earth Abiding

412
Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright


409
Come, My Soul with Every Care

413
When in the Hour of Utmost Need

410
Our Father, Who from Heaven Above

414
I Leave All Things to God’s Direction

411
What a Friend We Have in Jesus


Service Suggestions:  Responsive reading of the Lord’s Prayer and Explanation from Luther’s Small Catechism.  Intersperse hymn verses from “Our Father, Who from Heaven Above.”

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Service 4:  Baptism

Opening Prayer

Lord God, I am your child.  You named me with your own holy name even before I could speak.  You made me your own before I could move a hand to help or prevent you.  You insisted on having me even though you knew the end of my life as well as its beginning, its shame as well as its glory, its failures as well as its achievements, its bad as well as its good.

Why, Father, should I persist in resisting you?  Why should I insist on my own way instead of knowing your way of grace and love?  Why should I obey my own whims instead of letting your grace in baptism have its way with me?

Forgive me, Father, for so often wandering into a far country away from, your forgiveness, your joy, your promises, your love in Jesus Christ.  Help me to live in the freedom of my baptism, by the faith of my sonship, in the life which you daily renew by your gracious forgiveness.

I am baptized.  I belong to you, dear Father!  Amen.

Suggested Readings

Acts 16:29-34:

The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas.  He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 

They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.”

Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house.  At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized.  The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole family.

John 3:5:

Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.”

Galatians 3:27:

For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

Romans 6:4:

We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

Matthew 28:19:

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Colossians 1:13-14:

For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

1 Peter 3:21:

And this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Titus 3:5-7:

He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

1 Corinthians 6:11:

And that is what some of you were.  But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

Hymns

294
Baptized into Your Name Most Holy
298
Dear Father; You Have Made Us All

295
Dearest Jesus, We Are Here

299
All Who Believe and Are Baptized

296
Our Children Jesus Calls

538
The Church’s One Foundation

297
Baptized in Water

Service Suggestions:  Responsive reading on Baptism from Luther’s Small Catechism.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Service 5:  Ministry of Keys and Confession
Opening Prayer

O Christ, my Master, let me keep very close to you.  When I am tempted to be undisciplined or self-indulgent or self-pitying, make me remember your days of prayer and fasting.  When enthusiasm and zeal fade make me remember your night in prayer and your determination to do the Father’s will.  When I flee from testing, lead me to Gethsemane.  When I feel forgotten and defeated, turn me to the open tomb of my risen Savior.  Whatever outward events may be, grant me the gift of inner joy, which you have promised to all who love you.  Amen.

Suggested Readings

2 Samuel 12:1-13:

The Lord sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There were two men in a certain town, one rich and the other poor. The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him. 

“Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.” David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the Lord lives, the man who did this deserves to die! He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.” 

Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul.  I gave your master’s house to you, and your master’s wives into your arms. I gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given you even more. Why did you despise the word of the Lord by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’ 

“This is what the Lord says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity upon you.  Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight.  You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.’”

Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” 

Nathan replied, “The Lord has taken away your sin. You are not going to die.

Psalm 32:1:

Blessed is he 

whose transgressions are forgiven

whose sins are covered.

Psalm 51:10-12:

Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

Do not cast me from your presence 

or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

Proverbs 28:13:

He who conceals his sins does not prosper, 

but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy.

Matthew 11:28-30:

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

Matthew 18:15-20:

“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you.  If he listens to you, you have won your brother over.  But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’  If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 

“I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.”

John 20:19-23:

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”  After he said this, he showed them his hands and side.  The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”  And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

1 John 1:8-9:

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Hymns

302
Lord, to You I Make Confession


306
Before You, God, the Judge of All

303
With Broken Heart and Contrite Sigh

307
Wondrous Are Your Ways, O God

304
Jesus Sinners Does Receive


308
As Surely As I live, God Said

305
From Depths of Woe I Cry to You

Service Suggestions:  
Responsive reading from Luther’s Small Catechism on the Ministry of Keys and Confession.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Service 6:  The Lord’s Supper

Opening Prayer

O Lord, my God, I called to you for help, and you answered me.  I thank you for the love you have shown me in Jesus Christ, my Savior.  Through him you have rescued me from the guilt of my sin and given me the peace of forgiveness.  Help me fight against temptation, correct whatever wrongs I have done and allow me to serve you and those around me with love and good works.  In Jesus’ name, I pray.  Amen.

Suggested Readings

Exodus 16:15-18:

When the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, “What is it?”  For they did not know what it was. 

Moses said to them, “It is the bread the Lord has given you to eat.  This is what the Lord has commanded: ‘Each one is to gather as much as he needs.  Take an omer for each person you have in your tent.’” 

The Israelites did as they were told; some gathered much, some little.  And when they measured it by the omer, he who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little.  Each one gathered as much as he needed.

Matthew 26:26-29:

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father’s kingdom.”

Mark 14:22-24:

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and they all drank from it.

“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” he said to them.

Luke 22:14-20:

When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.  And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.  For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” 

After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you.  For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 

And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 

In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.”

1 Corinthians 11:23-25:

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

1 Corinthians 12:12-21,26-27:

The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.  Now the body is not made up of one part but of many.  If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.  And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.  If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?  But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  If they were all one part, where would the body be?  As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!”  If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.  Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

Hymns

309
Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
314
O Living Bread from Heaven

310
I Come, O Savior, to Your Table

315
Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face

311
Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness

316
O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee

312
Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared

317
O Lord, We Praise You

313
Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior


318
Sent Forth by God’s Blessing

Service Suggestions

Responsive reading of the Sacrament of the Altar from Luther’s Small Catechism.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Catechism
Suggested Intergenerational Sunday School Class Agenda

Introduction and Sharing

Hymn singing (review hymns for coming week)

Model a devotion by a volunteer family or selected individuals

Video segment that deals with chief part for the week (See note 2 below.)

Time for Sunday devotion by individual families (group singles together in an appropriate way)

Closing—questions and answers, sharing and closing prayer

Note:

1. Coloring books that correspond to the chief parts of Luther’s Small Catechism are available for purchase from Northwestern Publishing House.  Young children will devour these books and may be distracted from the lesson, however they can also be used as excellent teaching and discussion tools.

2. A video series for children on the six chief parts is Knowing Your Faith:  D. J. Grows Up from Concordia Publishing House.  For the adults Communicating Christ from WELS Kingdom Workers is an excellent tool.  One or either or both might be used each Sunday.

3. Catechism posters for the six chief parts can be obtained from Martin Luther College in New Ulm, Minnesota.  These might be displayed in the meeting area.

4. Another excellent tool that might be incorporated into this session or used as preparation for it is the What about . . . ? series by A. L. Barry.  Purchase of this book from Concordia Publishing House includes permission to copy for Bible study usage.
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